8 E R M O N 


Preached before the 


Kporporated SOCIETY 
FOR THE 


Propagation of the Goſpel 


in Foreign Parts; 


A Tl 


ANNIVERSARY MEETING 
IN THE 


Pariſh- Church of St. MARV-LE-BOw, 
On FriDay, February 16, 1738-9. 


——_— 


23 


e, B V 
JOSEPH ord Biſhop of BRISTOL, 


Printed for J. and P. KNAeToN, at the Crown 


— — 
_— 


LOND ON: 


in Ludgate- Street. M pcc xxx1x. 


2 


February 16, 1738-9, 


At the Anniverſary Meeting of the Society 


for the Propagation of the Goſpel in 
Foreign Parts. 


Greed, That the Thanks of the 
Soc izry be given to the Right 
Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Briſtol, for 
his Sermon Preached this Day before the 
SocitTyY, and that he be deſired to Print 


the ſame, 


David Humphreys, Secretary. 
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MATT. XXIVF14. 


And this goſpel of the kingdom ſhall be 


preached in all the world, for a witneſs 
unto all nations. 


H E general Doctrine of Religion, that all 
things are under the Direction of One 
righteous Governor, having been eſta- 
bliſhed by repeated Revelations in the firſt 
Ages of the World, was left with the Bulk of Man- 
kind, to be honeſtly preſerved pure and intire, or 
careleſſly forgotten, or wilfully corrupted. And 
though Reaſon, almoſt intuitively, bare witneſs to 
the Truth of this moral Syſtem of Nature, yet it 
ſoon appeared, that hey did not like to retain God in 
their knowledge *, as to any Purpoſes of real Piety. 
Natural Religion became gradually more and more 
drkened with Superſtition, little underſtood, leſs re- 
carded in Practice; and the Face of it ſcarce diſcern- 


ible at all, in the religious Eſtabliſhments of the moſt 


learned, polite Nations. And how much ſoever 


could have been done towards the Revival of it by 


the Light of Reaſon, yet this Light could not have 
diſcovered, what ſo nearly concerned Us, that im- 
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portant Part in the Scheme of this World, which re. 
gards a Mediator; nor how far the ſettled Conſtitu- 
tion of its Government admitted, Repentance to he 
accepted for Remiſſion of Sins; after the obſcure In- 
timations of theſe things, which poſſibly they might 
have from Tradition, were corrupted or forgotten, 
One People indeed had clearer Notices of them, to- 
gether with the genuine Scheme of natural Religion, 
preſerved in the primitive and ſubſequent Revelations 
committed to their Truſt ; and were deſigned to 
be a witneſs of God and a Providence to the Na- 
tions around them: but this People alſo had corrup- 
ted themſelves and their Religion to the higheſt De- 
gree, that was conſiſtent with keeping up the Form 
of it. 


In this State of things, when infinite Wiſdom faw 
proper, the general Doctrine of Religion was autho- | 
ritatively republiſhed in its Purity; and the particu- 
lar Diſpenſation of Providence, which this World is 
under, manifeſted to all Men: even * the Diſpenſa- 
tion of the grace of God towards us, as finful, loſt 
Creatures, to be recovered by Repentance through a 
Mediator; who was © to make reconciliation for ini— 
quity, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and 
at length eſtabliſh that new State of things foretold 
by the Prophet Daniel, under the Character of * 
Kingdom, which the God of heaven would ſet up, and 


D Eph. ili. 2. © Dan. ix. 24. d It. 44. | 
which 
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hh ſhould never be deſtroyed. This, including « a 
more diſtinct Account of the inſtituted Means, 
whereby Chriſt the Mediator would gather together 
in one, the children of God, that were ſcattered 
abroad ©, and conduct them to /e place he is gone to 
prepare for them*; is the Goſpel of the kingdom, 
which he here foretells, and elſewhere commands, 
ſhould be preached in all the World, for a witneſs un- 
to all Nations. And it fir/? began to be ſpoken by the 
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard 
him; God alſo bearing them witneſs, both with ſigns and 
wonders, and with divers Miracles, and gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, according to his own wills: by which 
means it was ſpread very widely among the nations 
of the world, and became @ witneſs unto them. 


When thus much was accompliſhed, as there is a 
wonderful Uniformity in the Conduct of Providence, 
Chriſtianity was left with Chriſtians, to be tranſmit- 
ted down pure and genuine, or corrupted and ſunk ; 
in like manner as the Religion of Nature had becn 
before left with Mankind in general. There was 
however this Difference, that by an Inſtitution of ex- 
ternal Religion fitted for all Men, ( conſiſting in a 
common Form of Chriſtian Worſhip, together with 
a ſtanding Miniſtry of Inſtruction and Diſcipline, ) 
it pleaſed God to unite Chriſtians in Communities or 
viſible Churches, and all along to preſerve them, 


Joh. xi. 52. F Joh; xiv. 2, 3. E Ficb. ii 3, 4. 
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over a great Part of the World; and thus perpetuate 
a general Publication of the Goſpel. For theſe 
Communities, which together make up the catho- 
lick viſible Church, are Firſt, the Repoſitories of the 
written Oracles of God; and, in every Age, have pre- 
ſerved and publiſhed them, in every Country, where 
the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity has obtained. Hence 
it has come to paſs, and it is a thing very much to be 
obſerved in the Appointment of Providence, that 
even ſuch of theſe Communities, as, in a long Suc- 
ceſſion of Years, have corrupted Chriſtianity the 
moſt, have yet continually carried, together with 
their Corruptions, the Confutation of them: for they 
have every where preſerved the pure original Standard 
of it, the Scripture, to which Recourſe might have 
been had, both by the Deceivers and the Deceived, 
in every ſucceſſive Age. Secondly, any particular 
Church, in whatever Place eſtabliſhed, is like 4 Cty 
that is ſet on an hill, which cannot be hid *, inviting 
all who paſs by, to enter into it. All Perſons to 
whom any Notices of it come, have, in Scripture 
language, the Kingdom of God come nigh unto them. 
They are reminded of that Religion, which natural 
Conſcience atteſts the Truth of : and they may, it 
they will, be inſtructed in it more diſtinctly, and 
likewiſe in the gracious Means, whereby ſinful Crea- 
tures may obtain eternal Life ; that chief and final 
Good, which all Men, in Proportion to their Under- 
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ſtanding and Integrity, even in all Ages and Coun- 
tries of the heathen World, were ever in Purſuit of. 
And Laftly, Out of theſe Churches have all along 
gone forth Perſons, who have preached the Goſpel 
in remote Places, with greater or leſs good Effect: 
For the Eſtabliſhment of any Profeſſion of Chriſtia- 
nity, however corrupt, I call a good Effect, whilſt 
accompanied with a continued Publication of the 
Scripture, notwithſtanding it may for ſome Time 
le quite neglected. 


From theſe things, it may be worth obſerving by 
the way, appears the Weakneſs of all Pleas for neg- 
king the Publick Service of the Church. For 
though a Man prays with as much Devotion and leſs 
Interruption at Home, and reads better Sermons there, 
yet That will by no means excuſe the Neglect of his 
pointed Part in keeping up the Profeſſion of Chri- 
ſanity amongſt Mankind. And this Negle&, were 
t univerfal, muſt be the Diffolution of the whole 
"ible Church, 7. e. of all Chriſtian Communities: 
ind ſo muſt prevent thoſe good Purpoſes, which were 


ral tended to be anſwered by them; and which they 
if ave, all along, anſwered over the World. For we 
and ke that by their Means, the Event foretold in the 
rea- Text, which began in the preaching oi Chriſt and 
inal the Apoſtles, has been carried on, more or leſs, ever 0 
der- Ince, and is {till carrying on; theſe being the provi- 4 


tential Means of its Progreſs. And it is, 1 ſuppoſe, 


the 
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the Completion of this Event, which St. Yohn lud 


a Repreſentation of, under the Figure of an Angel r ; 
flying in the midft of heaven, having the everlaſting ike 
Goſpel to preach unto them that dwell on the ear!, and 
and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, ant Will th: 
People.: J 
Our Lord adds in the Text, that this ſhould be oP 
for a Witneſs unto them : for an Evidence of their remit 
Duty, and an Admonition to perform it. But whut of th 
would be the Effect, or Succeſs of the general Preach- WM Thus 
ing of the Goſpel, is not here mentioned. And there. WW ent v 
fore the Prophecy of the Text is not parallel to tho WW ; i. a 
others in Scripture, which ſeem to foretel the gloricus ther 6. 
Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity in the laſt Days: n 2 
does it appear that they are coincident ; otherwiſe * 
than as the former of theſe Events muſt be ſuppola nl oon 
preparatory to the latter, Nay it is not ſaid hei, 1 NA 
that God willeth all men ſhould be ſaved, and cm 55 
unto the knowledge of the truth :* though this is the pre of 
Language of Scripture elſewhere. The Text declare . 


no more, than that it was the Appointment of God 
in his righteous Government over the World, tl 
the Goſpel of the Kingdom ſhould be preached fir 
Witneſs unto it. 


The viſible Conſtitution and Courſe of Natur 
the moral Law written in our Hearts, the poſit 


i Rev. xiv. 6. | * 1 Tim,. ii. 4. 


Inſtitutio 
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Inſtitutions of Religion, and even any Memorial of 


* it, are all ſpoken of in Scripture under this, or the 
ing ke Denomination : So are the Prophets, Apoſtles, 
th and our Lord himſelf. They are all Witneſſes, for 
and the moſt Part unregarded Witneſſes, in Behalf of 

God, to Mankind, They inform us of his Being 

and Providence, and of the particular Diſpenſation 
| be of Religion, which We are under; and continually 
thcir remind us of them. And they are equally Witneſſes 
what of theſe things, whether we regard them, or not. 
ach- Thus after a Declaration, that Ezekiel ſhould be 
nere- ent with a divine Meſſage to the Children of Yael, 
thok t is added, and they, whether they will hear, or whe- 


ions 
: Nor 
rwile 
poled 


here, 


ther they will forbear, (for they are a rebellious houſe) 
jet ſhall know that there hath been a prophet among 
them," And our Lord directs the ſeventy Diſciples, 
upon their Departure from any City which refuſed 
o receive them, to declare, Notwithſtanding, be you 
ſure of this, that the kingdom of God is come nigh un- 
1 you,® The thing intended in both theſe Paſſages 
6, That which is expreſſed in the Text by the Word, 


| A Witneſs. And all of them together evidently ſuggeſt 
h fol tius much, that the Purpoſes of Providence are car- 
ned on, by the Preaching of the Goſpel to thoſe who 
ect it, as well as to thoſe who embrace it. It is 
Natul ndeed true, God willeth that all men ſhould be ſaved : 
poſi et, from the unalterable Conſtitution of his Govern- 


nent, the Salvation of every man cannot but depend 


1 Ezek. ii. 5, 7. m Luke x. 1m. 
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u pon his Behaviour, and therefore cannot but depend 
upon himſelf; and is neceſſarily his own Concery, in 
a Senſe, in which it cannot be another's, All this 
the Scripture declares, in a Manner the moſt forcible 
and alarming : Can a man be profitable unto God, a; 
he that is wiſe may be profitable unto himſelf ? Is it 
any pleaſure to the Almighty, that thou art righteous? 
or is it gain to Him, that thou makeſt thy way per- 
fecit? o If thou be wiſe, thou ſhalt be wiſe for thy 
felf : but if thou ſcorneſt, thou alone ſhalt bear 1t. 
He that heareth, let him bear; and he that forbear- 
eth, let him forbear.? And again, He that hath ears 
to hear, let him hear : But if any man be ignorant, 
1, e. wilfully, et him be ignorant.“ To the fame 
Purpoſe are thoſe awful Words of the Angel, in the 
Perſon of Him, to whom all judgment is commut- 
ted He that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt ſtill : and 
he which is filthy, let him be filthy ftill : and be that 
is righteous, let him be righteous ſtill : and he that is 
holy, let him be holy ſtill. And behold, J come quick- 
ly; and my reward is with me, to give every man ac- 
cording as his work fhall be.. The righteous Go- 
vernment of the world muſt be carried on; and, of 
neceſſity, men ſhall remain the Subjects of it, by be- 
ing Examples of its Mercy, or of its Juſtice. Life 
and death are ſet before them, and whether they lite 
ſhall be given unto them. They are to make their | 
Choice, and abide by it: but which ſoever their 
2 Job. xxii. 2, 3. 8 Prov. ix. 12, p Ezek iii 27. 


411 Cor. xiv. 38. 7 Joh. v. 22. Rev. xxii. 11, 12. 
Eceluſ. 15, 17. 6 
Choice 
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Choice be, the Goſpel is equally a Yitneſs to them; 
and the Purpoſes of Providence are anſwered by this 
Witneſs of the Goſpel. 


From the foregoing View of things we ſhould be 
reminded, that the ſame Reaſons which make it 
our Duty to inſtru the ignorant in the Relation, 
which the Light of Nature ſhews they ſtand in to 
God their Maker, and in the Obligations of Obedi- 
ence, Reſignation and Love to him, which ariſe out 
of that Relation ; make it our Duty likewiſe to in- 
ſtruct them in all thoſe other Relations, which Reve- 
lation informs us of, and in the Obligations of Duty, 
which ariſe out of Them. And the Reaſons for in- 
ſtructing Men in both theſe, are of the very ſame 
Kind, as for communicating any uſeful Knowledge 
whatever. God, if he had ſo pleaſed, could indeed 
miraculouſly have revealed every religious Truth 
which concerns Mankind, to every individual Man : 
and ſo he could every common Truth; and thus have 
ſuperſeded all uſe of human Teaching in either, Yet 
he has not done this: but has appointed, that Men 
ſhould be inſtructed by the Aſſiſtance of their Fel- 
low-creatures, in both. Further : though all Know- 
ledge from Reaſon is as really from God, as Revela- 
tion is: yet this laſt is a diſtinguiſhed Favour to us, 
and naturally ſtrikes us with the greateſt Awe, and 
carries in it an aſſurance, that thoſe things which we 
are informed of by it, are of the utmoſt Importance 

B 2 to 
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to us to be informed of. Revelation therefore, as it de. 
mands to be received with a Regard and Reverence 
peculiar to itſelf; ſo it lays us under Obligations, of 
a like peculiar Sort, to communicate the Light of it 
Further till: It being an indiſpenſable Law of the 


Goſpel, that Chriſtians ſhould unite in religious Com. 


munities, and theſe being intended for Repoſitories 
of the written Oracles of God, for ſtanding Memo- 
rials of Religion to unthinking Men, and for the Pro- 
pagation of it in the World; Chriſtianity is very par- 
ticularly to be conſidered as a Truſt, depoſited with 
us in Behalf of Others, in Behalf of Mankind, as 
well as for our own Inſtruction. No one has a Right 
to be called a Chriſtian, who doth not do ſomewhat 


in his Station, towards the Diſcharge of this Truſt, 


who doth not, for Inſtance, aſſiſt in keeping up the 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity where he lives. And it is 


an Obligation but little more remote, to aſſiſt in do- 


ing it in our Factories abroad; and in the Colonies 
to which we are related, by their being peopled from 
our own Mother-country, and Subjects, indeed very 
neceſſary ones, to the ſame Government with our- 
ſelves: and nearer yet is the Obligation upon ſuch 
Perſons in particular, as have the Intercourſe of an 
advantageous Commerce with them. 


Of theſe our Colonies, the Slaves ought to be con- 
ſidered as inferior Members, and therefore to be 


® P. 6, 7. 
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treated as Members of them; and not merely as 
Cattle or Goode, the Property of their Maſters. 
Nor can the higheſt Property, poſſible to be acquired 
in theſe Servants, cancel the Obligation to take care 
of their religious Inſtruction. Deſpicable as they may 
appear in our Eyes,they are the Creatures of God, and 
of the Race of Mankind, for whom Chriſt died : 
and it is inexcuſable to keep them in Ignorance of the 
End, for which they were made ; and the Means, 
whereby they may become Partakers of the general 
Redemption. On the contrary, if the Neceſſity of the 


moſt Rigour, that Humanity will at all permit, as 
they certainly are; and, for our Advantage, made as 
miſerable as they well can be in the preſent World ; 
this ſurely heightens our Obligation to put them into 
as advantageous a Situation as we are able, with re- 
gard to Another, 


es 

"Mm The like Charity we owe to the Natives ; owe to 
ry them in a much ſtricter Senſe than we are apt to 
ur- conſider, were it only from Neighbourhood, and our 


having gotten Poſſeſſions in their Country. For in- 
cidental Circumſtances of this Kind appropriate all 
tie general Obligations of Charity to particular Per- 
ſons; and make ſuch and ſuch Inſtances of it, the 
Duty of One Man rather than Another. We are 
moſt ſtrictly bound to conſider theſe poor unformed 
Creatures, as being in all Reſpects, of one Family with 
| ourſelves, 


Caſe requires, that they be treated with the very ut- 
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the more faithful ſhall we be judged in the Diſcharge 


* 


ourſelves, the Family of Mankind; and inſtruct 
them in our common Salvation *: that they may not 
paſs through this Stage of their Being like brute 
Beaſts; but be put into a Capacity of moral Im- 
provements, how low ſoever they muſt remain as tg 
others, and ſo into a Capacity of qualifying them. 
ſelves for an higher State of Life Hereafter. 


All our Affairs ſhould be carried on in the Fear of 
God, in Subſerviency to His Honour, and the Good 
of Mankind. And thus Navigation and Commerce 
ſhould be conſecrated to the Service of Religion, by 
being made the Means of propagating it in every 
Country, with which we have any Intercourſe, And 
the more widely we endeavour to ſpread its Light 
and Influence, as the forementioned Circumſtances, 
and others of a like Kind, open and direct our Way, 


of that Truſt, which is committed to us as Chri- 
ſtians, when our Lord ſhall require an Account of it, 


And it may be ſome Encouragement to chearful 
Perſeverance in theſe Endeavours, to obſerve, not 
only that they are our Duty, but alſo that they ſeem 
the Means of carrying on a great Scheme of Provi- 
dence, which ſhall certainly be accompliſhed. Fo! 
the everlaſting G ofpel ſhall be preached to every Nation: 


* Jude 3, Y Rev. xiv. 6. 


And 
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And the kingdoms of this world ſhall become the 1 
dims of our Lord, and of his Chriſt. * 


However, We ought not to be diſcouraged in 
this good Work, though its future Succeſs were leſs 
clearly foretold ; and though its Effect now in re- 
forming Mankind, appeared to be as little as our Ad- 
verſaries pretend. They indeed, and perhaps ſome 
Others, ſeem to require more, than either Experi- 
ence or Scripture give Ground to hope for, in the 


preſent Courſe of the World. But the bare Eſta- 


bliſhment of Chriſtianity in any Place, even the ex- 
ternal Form and Profeſſion of it, is a very important 
and valuable Effect. It is a ſerious Call upon Men to 
attend to the natural, and the revealed Doctrine of 
Religion. It is a ſtanding Publication of the Goſpel, 
and renders it a Witneſi to them: and by this Means 
the Purpoſes of Providence are carrying on, with re- 
zard to remote Ages, as well as to the preſent. Ca/? 
thy bread upon the waters : for thou ſhalt find it after 
many days. In the morning ſow thy ſeed, and in the 
evening withhold not thine hand: for thou knoweſt not 
whether ſhall proſper, either this or that, or whether 
they both ſhall be alike good. * We can look but a 
very little way into the Connexions and Conſequences 
of things: Our Duty is to ſpread the 7ncorruprible 
Seed as widely as we can, and leave it to God 70 
give the increaſe, * Yet thus much we may be almoſt 


Rev. xi. 15. Eccleſ xi. 1, 6. b x Cor. iii. 15 4 
| atture 
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fold, ſome ſixty, ſome thirty é. 


aſſured of, that the Goſpel wherever it is planted, wil 
have its genuine Effect upon ſome few; upon more 
perhaps than are taken Notice of in the Hurry of the 
World. There are, at leaſt, a few Perſons in every 


Country and ſucceſſive Age, ſcattered up and down, 


and mixt among the reſt of Mankind; who, not 
being corrupted paſt Amendment, but having with- 
in them the Principles of Recovery, will be brought 
to a moral and religious Senſe of things, by the Eſta. 
bliſhment of Chriſtianity where they live: and then 
will be influenced by the peculiar Doctrines of it, in 
Proportion to the Integrity of their Minds ; and to 
the Clearneſs, Purity and Evidence, with which it is 
offered them. Of theſe our Lord ſpeaks in the Pa- 
rable of the Sower, as underflanding the word, and 
bearing fruit, and bringing forth, ſome an hundred 
One might add, that 
theſe Perſons, in Proportion to their Influence, do at 
preſent better the State of things : better it even in 
the civil Senſe, by giving ſome Check to that avow- 
ed Profligateneſs, which is a Contradiction to all Or- 
der and Government; and, if not checkt, mult be 
the Subverſion of it, 


Theſe important Purpoſes, which are certainly to 


be expected from the good Work before us, may ſerve 
to ſhew, how little Weight there is in that Objec- 
tion againſt it, from the Want of thoſe miraculous 


© Matt. xlii. 23. 


Aſſiſtances, 
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Affiſtances, with which the firſt Preachers of Chriſti- 
znity proved its Truth. The plain State of the Caſe 
is that the Goſpel, though it be not in the ſame De- 
oree a Witneſs to all, who have it made known to 
them; yet in ſome Degree is ſo to all. Miracles to 
the Spectators of them, are intuitive Proofs of its 
Truth : but the bare preaching of it is a ſerious Ad- 
monition to all who hear it, to attend to the Notices 
which God has given of himſelf by the Light of Na- 
ture; and if Chriſtianity be preached with its pro- 
per Evidence, to ſubmit to its peculiar Diſcipline and 
Laws ; if not, to inquire honeſtly after its Evidence, 
in Proportion to their Capacities, And there are 
Perſons of ſmall Capacities for Inquiry and Examina- 
ton, who yet are wrought upon by it, to deny un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts, and live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly in this preſent World,“ in Expectation of a 
future Judgment by Jeſus Chriſt. Nor can any 
Chriſtian, who underſtands his Religion, object, that 
theſe Perſons are Chriſtians without Evidence: for he 
cannot be ignorant Who has declared, that , any man 
will do his awill, he ſhall know of the doctrine, whether 
it be of God. © And, ſince the whole End of Chriſti- 
anity is to influence the Heart and Actions, were an 
Unbeliever to object in that Manner, he ſhould be 
aked, whether he would think it to the Purpoſe to 
object againſt Perſons of like Capacities, that they are 


Tit. ii. 12, 13. e Joh. vii. 17, 
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prudent without Evidence, when, as is often the 
Caſe, they are obſerved to manage their worldly Af. 
fairs with Diſcretion ? 


The Deſign before us being therefore in general 
unexceptionably good, it were much to be wiſhed, 
that ſerions Men of all Denominations would join in 
it. And let me add, that the foregoing View of 
things affords diſtinct Reaſons why they ſhould, 
For, firſt, by ſo doing, they aſſiſt in a Work of the 
moſt uſeful Importanee, that of ſpreading over the 
World the Scripture itſelf, as a divine Revelation: 
and it cannot be ſpread under this Character, for a 
Continuance, in any Country, unleſs Chriſtian Church- 
es be ſupported there; but will always more or leh, 
ſo long as ſuch Churches ſubſiſt : and therefore their 
Subſiſtence ought to be provided for. In the next 
Place, they ſhould remember, that if Chriſtianity 
is to be propagated at all, which they acknow- 
ledze it ſhould, it muſt be in ſome particular Form 
of Profeſſion. And though they think ours liable to 
Objections, yet it is poſſible they themſelves may be 
miſtaken : and whether they are or no, the very Na- 
ture of Society requires ſome Compliance with Others, 
And whilſt, together with our particular Form of 
Chriſtianity, the confeſſed Standard of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, the Scripture, is ſpread ; and eſpecially whilſt 
every one is freely allowed to ſtudy it, and worſhip 


God according to his Conſcience ; the evident Ten- 
dency 
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dency is, that genuine Chriſtianity will be underſtood 
and prevail. Upon the whole therefore, theſe Per- 
ſons would do well to conſider, how far they can 
with Reaſon ſatisfy themſelves in neglecting what is 
certainly Right, on Account of what is doubtful, 
whether it be Wrong; and when the Right is of fo 
much greater Conſequence one Way, than the ſup- 
poſed Wrong can be the other, 


To conclude : Atheiſtical Immorality and Profane- 
refs, ſurely, is not better in itſelf, nor leſs contrary 
to the Deſign of Revelation, than Superſtition, Nor 
b Superſtition the diſtinguiſhing Vice of the preſent 
age; either at Home, or Abroad. But if our Colo- 
ics abroad are left without a publick Religion, and 
the Means of Inſtruction, what can be expected, but 
that from living in a continued Forgetfulneſs of God, 
they will at length ceaſe to believe in Him; and ſo 
ink into ſtupid Atheiſm? And there is too apparent 
Danger of the like horrible Depravity at Home, with- 
out the like Excuſe for it. Indeed amongſt Creatures 
naturally formed for Religion, yet ſo much under the 
Powers of Imagination, ſo apt to deceive themſelves, 
and ſo liable to be deceived by Others, as Men are; 
Superſtition is an Evil, which can never be out of 
vioht, But even againſt this, true Religion is a great 
Security; and the only one. True Religion takes 
up that Place in the Mind, which Superſtition would 
uſurp, and fo leaves little Room for it; and likewiſe 
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And as all good Men are equally concerned in pic 


lays us under the ſtrongeſt Obligations to oppoſe it 
On the contrary, the Danger of Superſtition cannot 
but be increaſed by the Prevalence of Irreligion: ang 
by its general Prevalence, the Evil will be unayoigy. 
ble. For the common People, wanting a Religion 
will of courſe take up with almoſt any Superſtition, 
which is thrown in their way: and in Proceſs of 
Time, amidſt the infinite Viciſſitudes of the political 
World, the Leaders of Parties will certainly be abe 
to ſerve themſelves of that Superſtition, whatever it 
be, which is getting ground; and will not fail to ca. 
ry it on to the utmoſt Length their Occaſions require 
The general Nature of the thing ſhews this: and 
Hiſtory and Fa& confirm it. But what brings the 
Obſervation home to ourſelves is, that the great $u- 
perſtition of which this Nation, in particular, has Rea. 
ſon te be afraid, is imminent; and the Ways in 
which we may, very ſuppoſeably, be overwhelmed by 
it, obvious. It is therefore wonderful, thoſe People 
who ſeem to think there is but one Evil in Life, that 
of Superſtition, ſhould not ſee, that Atheiſm and 
Profaneneſs muſt be the Introduction of it. So that 
in every View of things, and upon all Accounts, l- 
religion is at preſent our chief Danger. Now the fe- 
veral religious Aſſociations among us, in which mi 
ny good Men have of late united, appear to be pie 
videntially adapted to this preſent State of the World 


— 


moting the End of them; to do it more — 
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they ought to unite in promoting it : which yet is 
ſcarce practicable upon any new Models, and quite 
impoſſible upon ſuch as every one would think un- 
exceptionable, They ought therefore to come into 
thoſe already formed to their hands: and even take 
Advantage of any Occaſion of Union, to add mu- 
tual Force to each other's Endeavours in furthering 
their common End ; however they may differ as to 
the beſt Means, or any thing elſe, ſubordinate to it. 
Indeed there are well-diſpoſed Perſons, who much 
want to be admoniſhed, how dangerous a thing it is, 
to diſcountenance what is good, becauſe it is not bet- 
ter ; and hinder what they approve, by raifing Pre- 
judices againſt ſome under-part of it. Nor can they 
affiſt in rectifying what they think capable of Amend- 
ment, in the manner of carrying on theſe Deſigns, 
unleſs they will join in the Deſigns themſelves ; which 
they muſt acknowledge to be good and neceſſary 
ones, For what can be called good and neceſlary by 
Chriſtians, if it be not ſo, to ſupport Chriſtianity 
where it maſt otherwiſe ſink, and propagate it, where 
it muſt otherwiſe be unknown ; to reſtrain abandoned, 
barefaced Vice, by making uſeful Examples, at leaſt 
of Shame, perhaps of Repentance ; and to take Care 
of the Education of ſuch Children, as otherwiſe muſt 
be, even educated in Wickedneſs, and trained up to 
Deſtruction? Yet good Men ſeparately can do nothing, 
proportionable to what is wanting, in any of theſe 
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tre of Trade and Seat of Learning, a very few Ages, 


.. 


Ways: but their common, united Endeavours may 
do a great deal in all of them. 


And beſides the particular Purpoſes, which theſe 
ſeveral religious Aſſociations ſerve; the more gene- 
ral ones which they all ſerve, ought not to be paſſed 
over. Every thing of this Kind is, in ſome Degree, 
a Safe- guard to Religion; an Obſtacle, more or leſs, 
in the Way of thoſe, who want to have it extir- 
pated out of the World. Such Societies alſo contri- 
bute more eſpecially towards keeping up the Face of 
Chriſtianity among ourſelves; and, by their obtaining 
here, the Goſpel is rendred more and more a 
Witneſs to us. 


And if it were duly attended to, and had its ge- 
nuine Influence upon our Minds, there would be no 
Need of Perſuaſions to impart the Bleſſing : Nor 
would the Means of doing it be wanting. Indeed 
the preſent Income of this Society, which depends 
upon voluntary Contributions, with the moſt frugal 
Management of it, can in no wiſe ſufficiently anſwer 
the bare Purpoſes of our Charter: but the Nation, ot 


even this opulent City itfelf, has it in its Power to 


do ſo very much more, that I fear the Mention of it 
may be thought too ſevere a Reproof, ſince ſo little 
is done, But if the Goſpel had its proper Influence 
upon the Chriſtian World in general, as it is the Cen- 
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in all Probability, would ſettle Chriſtianity in every 
Country, without miraculous Aſſiſtances. For ſcarce 
any thing elſe, I am perſuaded, would be wanting to 
effect this, but laying it before Men in its divine 
Simplicity, together with an Exemplification of it in 
the Lives of Chriſtian Nations, The unlearned and 
unbelievers, falling down on their faces, would wor- 


ſhip God, and report that God is in us of a truth, * 


f 1 Cor. xiv. 24, 25. 
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